The late T. H. Asthury.
Ax APPRECIATION,

Thomas Hinsley Astbury, whose death has not been formally
recorded in the Jowrnal, was born at Shifnal, and educated at
Cheltenham College, He was headmaster of the Council Bchools
at Wallingford for 36 years, and retired in 1920 on sccount of
ill-health. He died on 1gzz Sept. 28, at the age of fig years, his
funeral being attended by representatives of edueation and
seienee. Many of his old pupils ean testify to the great intercat
Agthury took in his boys, and the kindness and help he showed
them both at school and in after years,

But it is in Asthury, the amateur astronomer, we are here
specially  interested. He had a good general knowledge of
astronomy, and papers or notes by him on such subjects as *° Bolar
Promioences,” ™ Variation of Latiude,”  ° Oceultation of
Saturn,” cte., lie seattered through back velumes of the Journal.
But it became his line to concentrate, and it was about 103 that
he took up the observation of Variable Stars, fortified only with
a binccular and a refractor of 3§ inches aperture. He had u very
keen sipht in the discrimination of small differences of gtellar
brightness, and he also showed judgment in selecting certain
amall fields of the sky, which he was to study closcly, principally
with the binoeular. He had joined the Variable Star Seetion in



the year above mentioned, aid a search for Novee was then being
insugurated, the sky heing divided up into ccertain moderately
gized arcas, which were allotted to a few Members, each taking
one area, which he was to watch, constanily reviewing the
principal naked eve stars contained therein.

The arca allotted to Astbury contained the constellations of
Orion, Monoceros, Canis Minor, with part of Tauras and Aworiga.
It was while studying this part of the sky that be made his first
discovery, the now cclebrated Cepheid Variable RT Auriges,
period about 3°7d., with variation from 5-1 to 5°8. Mr. Al
Btanley Williams, himself o past master in the discovery and
treatmoent of varinble sturs, wrote at the time : It is no mean
feat to discover the variability of a short period star like this, in
which the whole range of variation barely exceeds half s magni-
tude ! . . . I le“,yzs foel great admiration for a visual
discovery of this kind.”

Asthury continued his watches, and between 1905 and lng
had announced, at least, nine new variables, particulurs of which
are contained in the i'ulluu-ing table. Of these, seven have received
permanent lettering ; but the variation of No. 4 does not appear
to have been since confirmed, while further information is required
about Nes. 5, &, and q.
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This summary of seven new variables surely redounds to
Astbury’s credit; it is the outeome of a well-organized campaign,
earrivd out guictly by himsclf, with but little outside help beyond
what Prof. Turner furnished from Oxford, and this was always
after the man had first pointed cut the varieble. Such good
work done * by stealth *' iz now beeome ' fame,” and we honour
our deceased Momber for what he did, feeling alzo that the lustre.
i reflected on the Association of whivh he wus a Member.



